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AMMUiJ,  REPORT  1959. 


Mr.  Chairman,  Lady  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  the  Annual  Report  to  you. 

There  was  little  really  significant  change  in  the  vital 
statistics  of  the  district  except  in  the  increase  in  Lirths. 

The  population  again  rose  slightly  to  25,950,  an  increase 
of  520  on  the  previous  year  and  of  9 6c,  in  the  last  two  years. 

The  number  of  births  was  unusually  high,  the  birth  rate 
for  the  Urban  District  being  the  highest  recorded  since  194-6. 

This  is  probably  the  result  of  a younger  population  in  the  new 
housing  estates. 

The  death  rate  followed  the  pattern  of  recent  years  and 
was  below  the  national  rate.  The  number  of  deaths  of  residents 
as  distinct  from  those  in  the  St.  Nicholas  Hospital,  however, 
increased  by  34. 

A notable  point  in  the  yearly  statistics  was  the  continuation 
of  a higher  natural  increase  of  the  population.  This  had  receded 
to  the  low  level  of  66  in  1957,  but  in  1958  it  rose  to  127  and 
in  the  year  und^r  review  to  157. 

The  number  of  deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  ' f age 
unfortunately,  increased  by  6,  three  in  the  neo— natal  deaths 
and  three  between  one  month  and  one  year.  There  v/ere  two  infant 
deaths  with  infection  as  a primary  or  contributory  cause. 

The  infant  mortality  rate  of  22.9  per  thousand  live  births 
was  just  above  the  rate  for  England  and  Wales  and  the  highest  for 
the  district  since  1955. 

For  the  second  successive  year,  no  death  was  attributable 
to  pregnancy  or  child  birth. 

The  individual  causes  of  death  showe  ' an  increase  in 
those  due  to  malignant  disease.  This  vi/as  chiefly/  in  deaths 
due  to  malignant  neoplasm  of  the  stomach  and  abdominal  organs. 
Deaths  from  malignant  disease  of  the  lungs  and  bronchi  diminished 
by  one,  and  of  the  breast  by  three# 

The  total  number  of  deaths  from  respiratory  diseases  was 
similar  to  that  of  the  previous  year  but  as  deaths  in  this 
group  at  the  hospital  increased  slightly,  those  of  residents 
showed  a small  decrease. 
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An  increase  took  place  in  deaths  from  accidents,  those 
due  to  motor  vehicles  increased  by  one  and  those  from  all  other 
accidents  rose  to  lb  from  9 the  previous  year.  Thirteen  of 
those  deaths  occurred  at  the  hospital among  elderly  patients 
suffering  from  severe  chronic  diseases.  There  were  five  deaths 
of  residents  of  the  district  from  home  accidents. 

Constant  and  : ncreasing  publicity  is  required  in  an 
endeavour  to  lessen  the  number  of  accidents  generally. 

The  mortality  rate  from  Tuberculosis  remained  at  the  same 
level  but  the  .incidence  among  residents  of  the  district  as 
apart  from  the  hospital  dropped  to  a total  of  14  compared  with 
19,  in  1958. 

This  was  a very  welcome  feature  of  the  year  and  is  in 
accordance  with  the  general  trend  throughout  the  country. 

An  outbreak  of  (Measles  of  t-58  cases,  many  in  the  first 
half  of  the  year  accounted  for  the  very  considerable  increase 
in  Infectious  Diseases  Notifications  to  a total  of  559  from 
145,  in  "the  previous  year. 

No  case  of  Poliomyelitis  was  notified  for  the  third 
successive  year. 

Notifications  of  Whooping  Cough  decreased  considerably 
and  those  of  Scarlet  Fever  were  few,  while  those  of  Sonne 
Dysentery  increased  very  slightly. 

There -was  a rise  in  incidence  of  primary  or  virus  Pneumonia, 
this  was  chiefly  at  the  Hospital,  notifications  of  residents  of 
the  district  decreasing  on  the  number  notified  in  1958. 

No  case  of  Food  Poisoning  was  notified;  there  wras  one  case, 
of  Salmonellosis. 

In  the  Urban  District  .-here  a considerable  number  of 
elderly  people  reside,  often  living  alone,  services  for  their 
care  require  very  close  attention.  Each  year  the  number  of 
the  elderly  and  infirm  receiving  the  services  of  a Home  Help 
increases.  The  work  of  the  voluntary  organisations  for  the 
elderly  is  extremely • valuable  end  the  provision  of  a Meals -on- 
Wheels  Service  was-  a further*  step  towards  helping  them  to  be 
comfortable  and  adequately  cared  for  at  home. 

From  time  to  time , the  situation  arises  when  an  aged  person 
is  beyond  being  properly  cared  for  at  home  and  the  question  of 
Part  III  accommodation , or  in  exceptional  cases,  of  the  application 
of  Section  47  of  the  National  Assistance  Act-  hat  to  be  considered. 

Formal  action  under  this  Section  has  only  been  necessary 


in  six  cases  since  1948,  the  year  the  Act  was  passed. 

Borderline  cases  are  kept  under  close  observation  and  every 
effort  made  to  keep  them  at  home,  formal  action  being  a last 

resort . 

The  routine  'work  of  the  department  continued  smoothly 
throughout  the  year. 

A step  forward  towards  a Smoke  Control  Area  was  made. 

The  progressively  unsatifactory  record  curing  the  last 
few  years  in  regard  to  the  keeping  quality  of  T.T , farm  bottled 
milk  was  the  cause  of  some  concern  and  is  being  kept  under 

review. 


An  improvement  took  place  in  that  a fewer  number  of  ice- 
cream samples  were  in  Grade  IV. 

My  thanks  are  due  to  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Health 
Committee  for  their  interest  and  encouragement  throughout  the 
year,  to  Mr.  Stenger,  Senior  "Public  Health  Inspector  for  his 
continued  high  standard  of  work  and  to  Mr.  .Davison,  the  Additional 
Public  Health  Inspector,  to  Mrs.  Raine  and  Miss  Oliver  for  their 
excellent  work  and  to  the  Clerk  and-  other  Officers  of  the  Council 
for  their  ready  co-operation. 

I am, 

Mr.  Chairman,  Lady  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

M.  HOPPER, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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POPULATION. 


1.  VITAL  STATISTICS. 


The  Urban  District  is  concentrated  in  a relatively  small 
area.  It  is  mainly  residential  in  character,  the  inhabitants 
working  in  the  adjoining  City  of  Newcastle  upon  Tyne  and  on 
Tyneside.  There  are  some  business  offices  situated  in  the  ' 
district  but  few  industries.  The  .Registrar  General’s  mid-year 
population  was  25,950,  an  increase  of  520  on  that  of  the  previous 
year  and  of  jOO  in  the  last  two  years. 

BIRTHS. 


A considerable  increase  was  thown  in  the  total  number  of 
births  to  436  from  373  the  previous  year.  There  were  14 
illegitimate  births  in  the  year  compared  with  7 in  1958,  and 
12,  in  1957.  The  birth  rate  for  the  Urban  District  (corrected 
for  age  and  sex  distribution)  was  17*8  per  thousand  population, 
a decided  increase  on  the  rate  of  15*4  for  the  previous  ye ar. 

The  birth  rate  for  England  and  Rales  in  1959  was  16.5 

The  number  of  still  births  registered  was  similar  in  both 
years  being  11  in  1959  and  12,  in  1958.  The  still  birth  rate 
for  the  country  v/as  20.7  pen  thousand  live  and  still  births,  that 
for  the  district  was  24.6  in  1959  and  31*2,  in  1958. 

DEATHS. 


A total  of  383  deaths,  176  male  and  207  female  was 
registered,  in  the  year.  This  included  104  deaths  at  the  St. 
Nicholas  Hospital  which  were  not  transferable  and  were  mainly  of 
residents  of  other  districts.  This  left  a total  of  279  deaths 
of  residents  in  1959,  compared  with  245  in  1958.  In  the  latter 
year,  the  total  number  of  deaths  was  346  of  which  101  were 
residents  of  the  hospital,  so  that  there  was  an  increase  of  34 
deaths  in  l'-59  among  the  residents  of  the  district  as  apart 
from  the  hospital. 

The  death  rate  (corrected  for  age  and  sex  distribution) 
was  10,8  per  thousand  population  compared  with  11.6  for  England 
and  Rales.  The  death  rate  for  the  district  in  the  previous 
year  v/as  11.9. 

NATURAL  INCREASE  IN  TEE  POPULATION. 

If  the  deaths  at  the  hospital  are  excluded,  the  excess  of 
live  births  over  deaths  among  residents  was  157  compared  with 
127  the  previous  year.  This  natural  increase  in  the  population 
has  increased  during  the  last  two  years.  In  1957,  if  was  only 
66. 
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INFANT  MORALITY,  " 

A considerable  increase  occurred  in  the  number  of  deaths  of 
infants  under  one  year  of  age  to  10  from  4,  in  the  previous  year. 
Seven  of  these  deaths  were  in  the  first  month  of  life  and  6 
in  the  first  weekc  Throe  of  the  neo-natal  deaths  had 
prematurity  as  a primary  or  contributory  cause,  3 were  duo  to 
congenital  malformations  and  one  to  atelectasis.  Concerning 
the  three  deaths  between  one  month  and  one  year,  two  had  Broncho 
Pneumonia  as  a primary  or  contributory  cause,  and  one  was  due 
to^ asphyxia  from  inhalation  of  vomit. 

The  infant  mortality  rate  for  the  district  was  22,9  per 
thousand  live  births  compared  with  the  national  rate  of  22,0, 

The  rate  for  the  previous  year  for  the  district  was  10,7. 

The  rate  recorded  in  1959  is  the  highest  since  1955,  when  it 
was  28,7. 


The  infant  mortality  rate  is  gradually  decreasing  with 
occasional  fluctuations,  as  in  this  year. 

Infection  as  a cause  of  infant  death  has  been  practically 
eliminated  but  the  nucleus  of  prematurity  and  congenital 
malformations  still  continues  to  be  the  hard  core.  Much 
remains  to  be  done  in  the  complex  fields  of  ante-natal  and 
child  eare  and  continued  efforts  are  very  necessary. 

MATERNAL  MORTALITY. 

No  death  from  pregnancy  or  child  birth  was  registered 
for  the  second  year  in  succession.  The  mortality  rate  for 
the  country  was  0.38  per  thousand  related  births. 

INDIVIDUAL  CAUSES  OF  DEATH. 

A sli yht  increase  took  place  in  the  number  of  deaths  from 
-vascular  lesions  of  the  nervous  system  from  42  to  45. 

In  the  group  of  heart  and  circulati  ry  diseases  there  was 
a total  of  146  deaths,  including  6l  of  hospital  innate s and 
85  of  residents  of  the  district.  In  the  previous  year,  deaths 
in  this  group  totalled  147,  74  being  of  hospital  residents 
and  73  of  residents  of  the  district.  A slight  increase  in  the 
deaths  of  residents  in  this  group  was  evident  in  the  year  under 
review. 

The  increase  in  the  number  of  deaths  from  malignant  neoplasm 
which  had  occurred  in  1958,  continued,  in  1959.  A total  of  75  deaths 
from  'all  forms'  of  malignant  disease,  4 being  of  hospital  residents, 
occurred  in  1959,  co  pared  with  71  total  deaths  in  1958, 
including  10  hospital  residents. 
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The  increase  of  10  was  mainly  in  the  general  classification 
which  was  largely  of  malignant  disease  of  the  abdominal  organs. 

Maligna  nt  neoplasm  of  the  stomach  increased  br  W,  that  of 
the  lung  and  bronchus  diminished  by  one  to  a total  of  15,  and 
that  of  the  breast  diminished  by. 3. 

No  death  from  leukaemia  was  registered  this  year  compared 
with  4 in  1958  and  2,  in  1957* 

Deaths  from  diabetes  numbered  if  (female)  in  both  years. 

Classifying  deaths  from  pneumonia  and  bronchitis  as  a group 
the  total  was  30,  including  11  deaths  of  hospital  residents. 

In  the  previous  year  the  total  was  29,  including  7 of  hospital 
residents.  There  was  therefore  a slight  diminution  in  this  group 

In  the  previous  year,  no  death  from  influenza  was  registered 
but  in  1959,  9 deaths  (7  male  and  2 female)  took  place  during 
the  first  quarter  of  the  year  when  there  was  some  prevalence  of 
the  disease.  Seven  of  these  deaths  (6  male  and  1 female) 
occurred  at  the  hospital. 

Deaths  from  motor  vehicle  accidents  numbered  2,  both  male, 
compared  with  one  in  1958  and  3,  in.  1957. 

Unfortunately,  however  dea  ths  from  all  other  accidents  rose 
sharply  to  a total  of  J8.  Thirteen  of  these  occurred  in  the 
hospital,  all  in  patients  already  suffering  from  serious  chronic 
disease  and  accelerated  by  accidental  burns  in'  two  cases,  in  two 
cases  by  carbon  monoxide  poisoning  and  in  nine  cases  by  falls* 

Five  deaths  from  other  accidents  occurred  among  residents, 
one  (female)  due  to  severe  burns  owing  to  bedclothes  catching  fire 
while  smoking  in  bed,  two  , an  aged  male  and  female,  due  to  falls 
and  one  of  a child  of  two  years,  from  damage  to  the  brain  and.  cord 
while  playing  in  a wooden  frane,  and.  one  of  a baby  of  five  months 
from  asphyxia  due  to  inhalation  of  vomit. 

An  unwelcome  feature  was  an  increase  in  the  number  of  deaths 
from  suicide  which  increased  to  5 from  2 in  the  two  previous  years 

11,  TUBERCULOSIS. 

As  in  1958,  two  deaths  from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  were 
registered.,  one  death  . being  at  the  hospital  and  the  other  a 
resid.ent  of  the  district. 

For  two  successive  years  no  death  had  been  registered  from 
the  Non-pulmonary  form  of  the  disease. 
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The  mortality  rate  for  respiratory  tuberculosis  for  the 
district  was  0.07  per  cent  population,  the  same  figure  as  that 
for  England  and  Wales. 

The  general  tiejad  throughout  the  country  in  recent  years 
has  been  one  of  a steadily  declining  death  rate  and  of  decreasing 
incidence  of  the  disease,  with  occasional  fluctuation. 

Primary  notifications  of  the  disease  numbered  23,  20  Pulmonary 
(13  male  and  7 female)  and  3 Non-pulmonary  (all  female)  compared 
with  a total  of  24  notifications,  consisting  of  20  Pulmonary  and 
4 Non-pulmonary,  in  the  previous  year. 

The  preponderance  of  the  pulmonary  form  of  the  disease  was 
in  the  25-45  years  age  groups  in  both  sexes. 

Six  of  the  cases  in  1959  (3  male  and  3 female)  occurred  at 
the  St.  .Nicholas  Hospital.  There  was  therefore  a slight  decrease 
in  incidence  among  residents  to  14  notifications  of  respiratory 
tuberculosis  compared  with  19  last  year. 

Each  year  there  are  several  notifications  of  non-re spiratory 
tuberculosis,  3 in  1959  compared  with  4 in  1958  and  3,  in  1957* 

There  was  one  this  year  in  the  5-10  age  group. 

Additional  to  the  new  notifications  there  were  12  inward 
transfers  (8  male  and  4 fe..ale)  of  Pulmonary  tuberculosis  to  the 
district.  There  were  10  such  transfers  in  1958,  bringing  the 
total  up  to  76  cases  being  inwardly  transferrer,  during  the  last 
few  years. 

The  number  of  inward,  transfers  in  1959  nearly  approximated 
the  number  of  primary  notifications  of  residents  and  this  kept 
the  number  on  the  Tuberculosis  Register  to  a fairly  high  level. 

Patients  attend  the  Chest  Clinic  at  New  Bridge  Street, 

Newcastle  upon  Tyne,  under  the  care  of  the  Senior  Chest  Physician, 
and  are  admitted  to  Walker  Cate  Hospital  and  the  various  sanatoria 
of  the  region  almost  immediately. 

As  in  former  years,  family  contacts  are  kept  under  review 
by  the  Chest  Clinic  and  at  home  by  the  health  visitors,  particularly 
children  at  risk  to  whom  B.C.C.  vaccination  is  given,  as  necessary, 
both  at  the  clinic  and  school,  with  the  parents  consent. 

Particular  attention  is  paid  by  the  Council  to  the  housing 
conditions  of  tuberculous  patients. 
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A Unit  of  the  Mass  Radiography  Service  of  the  Regional 
Hospital  Board  held  public  sessions  at  the  Methodist  Church  Hall, 
Ivy  Road,  on  Wednesday  and  Thursday  the  28th  and  29th  October. 

The  Sessions  consisted  of  _r.orr.ing,  afternoon  and  evening  sessions. 
Unf ortunately,  the  unit  broke  down  on  the  Thursday,  so  a further 
session  was  held  on  November  10th.  The  Health  Department 
co-operated  with  the  Secretary  of  the  Unit  in  assisting  in  the 
publicising  of  the  sessions. 

A total  number  of  398  persons  attended.  Eight  were  recalled 
for  large  films  and  A referred  to  the  Chest  Clinic. 

The  attendance  was  much,  smaller  than  ad  the  last  visit  of 
the  Unit  in  October,  1957 < but  the  breakdown  of  the  Unit  on  the 
second  day  may  have  decreased  the  attendance  considerably. 

111.  CENTRAL  EPIDEMIOLOGY. 

A total  of  539  cases  of  infectious  diseases  was  notified 
during  the  year  compared  with  145  in  1958  and  863,  in  1957* 

The  big  increa.se  in  dhe  number  of  notifications  in  1959  was  due 
to  an  outbreak  of  measles.  With  the  exception  of  this,  the 
incidence  of  infectious  fevers  had  decreased,  except  Dysentery 
and  Primary  Pneumonia  which  showed  a slight  increase. 

Measles.  The  outbreak  of  Measles  commenced  in  January, 
continued  during  February  and  March  and  was  at  its  peak  in  the 
months  of  April  and  May  when  121  and.  133  cases,  'respectively,  were 
notified. 

There  was  a decrease  in  June  and  after  that  a very  rapid 
decline. 

Altogether,  a total  of  458  cases  of  Measles  were  notified  in 
the  course  of  the  year. 

At  first,  they  were  in  the  younger  children  up  to  5 years, 
and  later  spread  to  the  school  children. 

The  Urban  District  being  such  a closely  populated  area, 
infection  from  one  child  to  another  is  easily  spread  and  the 
pattern  of  bi-ennial  increase  has  been  faithfully  followed  in 
the  last  few  years,  as  the  non-immune  younger  children  become 
at  risk. 

Whooping  Cough.  Notifications'  of  this  disease  decreased 
considerably  to  17  in  1959  from  79,  in  1958,  when  there  was  an 
increased  incidence.  As  the  number  of  children  who  receive 
protection  against  Whooping  Cough  increases  year  by  year  the 
incidence  shows  a.  steady  gradual  decline  with  occasional  remissions 
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A graph  has  been  compiled,  illustrating  this. 

Graph  showing  incidence  of  Whooping  Cough 
in  the  Uyban  District  and  the  number  of 
children  who  received  protection  against  the 
disease  over  a ten  year  period.. 
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Scarlet  Fever,  Notifications  during  the  year  decreased  to 
8,  from  11  the  previous  year.  The  illness  was  uniformly  of  a 
mild  type. 

Dysentery.  A slight  rise  took  place  in  the  number  of 
notifications  of  Dysentery  to  21  from  16,  in  1958. 

The  cases  occurred  mainly  in  the  months  of  April  and  May  when 
16  cases  were  notified  in  five  families. 

All  ca.se s and  positive  contacts  were  kept  under  surveillance 
and  treatment  until  clear;  clearance  of  organisms  from  the  stools 
took  place  more  rapidly  than  in  some  previous  years. 

Primary  and  Virus  Pneumonia.  There  was  an  increased  number 
of  notifications  of  Primary  Pneumonia  to  28  from. 14  in  1958  and  17, 
in  1957.  The  peak  month  was  April  when  16  cases  were  notified, 

11+  of  these  being  at  the  St.  Nicholas  Hospital.  A total -of  17 
cases  altogether  were  notified  from  the  St.  Nicholas  Hospital  in  the 
course  of  the  year.  There  were  therefore  11  notifications  of 
residents  in  1959  and  1A  in  1958. 

Food  Poisoning.  As  in  1958,  no  case  of  Food  Poisoning  was 
notified.  A ca.se  of  Salmonellosis  found  to  be  due  to  Salmonella 
Typhi-murium  occurred  in  May.  The  patient  was  a nurse  at  a 
hospital  but  living  at  home  in  this  district.  No  link  with  food 
could  be  established  and  the  two  family  contacts  showed  nega.tive 
stool  specimens.  The  Medical  Superintendent  of  the  hospital  was 
informed.  No  further  case  in  the  hospital  or  in  the  district 
occurred. 

A suspected  case  of  Salmonellosis  in  a young  male  adult 
was  investigated  in  August  but  the  case  was  not  confirmed. 

Influenza.  In  accordance  with  the  Ministry  of  Health’s 
request,  as  in  former  years,  the  general  practitioners  of  the 
district  co-operated  in  keeping  watch  for  any  increase  in 
prevalence  of  influenza  as  distinct  from  the  common  cold  and  its 
complico.tions.  There  we^s  some  prevalence  during  the  early  months 
of  the  year. 

No  case  of  poliomyelitis  or  diphtheria  was  notified  in  the 

year. 


IV.  HOUSING-. 

Since  19A4-  the  total  number  of  houses  erected  by  the  Council 
was  1506,  16  being  erected  in  1959*  These  figures  were  kindly 
supplied  by  Mr.  Tfyld,  the  Council’s  Engineer  and  Surveyor. 
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Three  familes  where  there  was  a case  of  tuberculosis 
were  rehoused  to  more  suitable  housing  conditions  on  medical 
grounds  in  1959. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  the  number  of  applications  for 
Council  houses  was  902  compared  with  948  the  previous  year. 

These  figures  are  supplied  by  the  Housing  Officer, 

V.  NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT,  1948 
NATIONAL  ASSISTANCETA'^NDTIBNT  ) ACT , 1951 . 

Section  47.  Removal  to  suitable  -premises  of  persons 
suffering  from  grave  chronic  disease  or  being  elderly  and  infirm, 
are  living  in  insanitary  conditions  gAd  are  in  need  of  care  and 
attention. 

The  circumstances  of  five  elderly  people  were  investigated 
under  this  section  in  the  course  of  the  year.  Two  had  been 
under  supervision  in  previous  years  and  of  these,  one  elderly 
man  was  voluntarily  removed  to  the  Thomas  Taylor  Homes  at 
Stannington.  This  man  had  lived  in  an  outhouse  in  the  churchyard 
of  the  Farish  Church  for  some  twelve  years  and  had  been  closely 
watched  for  the  1" st  few  years.  He  was  admitted  to  the  Thomas 
Taylor  Homes  in  November  where  he  settled  happily. 

Three  new  cases  were  kept  under  supervision.  One  elderly 
lady  went  into  a.  nursing  home  through  the  good  offices  of  a 
relative.  Another  was  supplied  with  a home  help  and  is  being 
regularly  visited  b;y  the  health  visitors,  and  two  elderly  spinsters 
are  also  being  kept  under  supervision  by  the  health  visitors. 

No  formal  action  was  necessary  under  this  Section. 

Section  50 » Burial  or  Cremation  of  the  Dead.  No  formal 

action  was  necessary  under  this  section  as  in  1958. 

VI.  MILK  AND  DAIRIES  FECDLx.TIONS . 1949. 

AND  ECOD  IffC-IENE. 


Ninety-nine  samples  of,  milk  were  taken  and  submitted  to  the 
Public  Health  Laboratory  for  examination,  and  75  samples,  83.3  per 
cent  of  the  total,  satisfied  the  Methylene  Blue  keeping  quality 
test  compared  with  84.1  per  cent  the  previous  year. 


in  regard  to  Tuberculin  tested  farm  bottled  milk  34  or  69.4 
per  cent  satisfied  the  Methylene  Blue  Test. 

During  the  last  few  years  there  has  been  a retrogression 
in  the  keeping  quality  of  farm  bottled  milks  from  82  per  cent 
satisfactory  in  1957,  73  per  cent  in  1958  to  the  69.4  in  1959. 
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On  enquiry , the  farm  sampling  records  taken  by  officials 
of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries  and  Food  at  the 
farms  were  satisfactory.  The  matter  is  being  kept  under  review  and 
further  details  are  contained  in  the  report  of  the  Senior  Public 
Health  Inspector. 


Thirty-five  samples  of  ice  cream  were  submitted  to  the 
Methylene  Blue  Test  of  which  26  or  7k.  3^  fell  into  Grade  1;  2 
samples  or  5.7^«  fell  into  Grade  2;  k samples  or'  11. fell  into 
Grade  3,  and  3 samples  or  Q.Gfi  into  Grade  4. 

In  the  previous  year  the  percentage  of  samples  falling  into 
Grade  4 was  2054 

The  number  of  visits  to  the  169  food  premises  in  the 
district  increased  to  543  from  400  in  1958.  The  Public  Health 
Inspectors  visit  the  various  food  premises  with  regularity  and 
the  general  standard  of  food  hygiene  remains  high. 

Vll . ATMOSPHERIC . POLLUTION. 

In  1958,  the  installation  of  the  two  new  boilers  at  the 
St.  Nicholas  Hospital  was  competed  and  this,  together  with  the 
action  taken  by  a neighbouring  authority  in  regard  to  smoke  from 
an  industrial  chimney  situated  just  outside  the  district,  should 
result  in  some  reduction  of  smoke. 

Most  of  the  pollution  of  the  atmosphere  here  is  due  to  smoke 
from  domestic  chimneys,  etc..,  and  with  the  absence  of  means  of 
measurement  the  exact  amount  cannot  be  assessed,  but  generally 
will  correspond  fo  that  of  most  urban  areas  on  the  periphery  of 
a big  city. 

The  Council  have  resolved  to  move  towards  Smoke  Control  Areas 
covering  the  Urban  District  within  ten  years.  It  is  proposed 
that  the  first  Smoke  Control  nrea  will  cover  the  Fawdon  Farm  Estate, 
the  Grange  Estate  and  the  Regent  Farm  Estate. 


Vlll.  HEALTH  EDUCATION. 

As  in  former  years  publicity  through  posters  and  leaflets 
on  uealth  subjects  was  continued.  In  conjunction  with  the 
County  Services  special  stress  wa.s  placed  during  one  week  in  the 
autumn  on  the  Prevention  of  xxccidents  in  the  Home,  and  during 
the  year  several  talks  were  given  to  groups  of  people  such  as 
Youth  Clubs  and  Womens  Organisations, 
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IX.  YffiLFARE  OF  OLD  PEOPLE. 

! 

The  Old  People’s  Welfare  Committee  continued  to  work 
actively.  A system  of  friendly  visiting  of  the  elderly  who 
were  almost  housebound  was  well  organised  and  the  number  of 
'friendly  visitors'  increased  to  47 • 

The  private  car  service  for  short  outings  in  the  summer 
was  much  appreciated. 

Towards  the  end  of  the  year  ‘a  ’Meals  on  Wheels  Service’ 
was  commenced  under  the  auspices,  of. the  Winthrop  Laboratories 
on  whose  premise;,,  the  meals  are  prepared..  Twenty-four  elderly 
people  have  been  regularly  supplied  with  two  dinners  a week  at 
a charge  of  l/3d.  each.  The  Women’s  Voluntary  Services  supplied 

a rota  of  drivers  to  take  the  dinners  to  the  old  people  at  their 
homes. 


The  chiropody  service  was  of  great  value,  54  persons  being 
treated,  some  in  their  own  homes,  and  this  service  will  probably 
be  considerably  extended. 

The  Darby  and  Joan  Club  caters  for  the  needs  of  the  mobile 
section  of  the  old.  people  and  its  activities  are  more  social. 

X.  MORTUARY. 

The  new  mortuary  which  has  been  functioning  since  1956  is 
very  useful,  not  only  to  this  district  but  to  neighbouring 
authorities.  In  1959,  22  bodies  were  placed  in  the  mortuary 
and  11  post  mortems  carried  out. 

XI.  SANITARY  CIRCmtSTMCES  OF  THE  DISTRICT. 

Details  are  contained  in  the  report  of  the  Senior  Public 
Health  Inspector. 


K1ALTH  SERVICES  IN  THE  DISTRICT. 


(a)  fiegioriaD  Hospital  Board,  There  are  two  hospitals  in  the 
Urban  District , the  St.  Nicholas  Hospital  for  the  treatment  of 
mental  disorders  and  the  Sanderson  Orthopaedic  Hospital  for  the 
treatment  of  children. 

(b)  Tuberculosis  Service.  Cases  attend  the  Chest  Clinic,  New 
Bridge  Street,  Newcastle  upon  Tyne  under  the  care  of  the  Senior 
Chest  Physician,  Dr.  Verity. 

Sanatorium  treatment  is  provided  in  the  various  sanatoria 
of  the  region  or  the  Walker  Gate  Hospital  or  at  the  Children's 
Hospital  at  Stannington. 

(c)  Local  Authority  Services.  Services  (3)  (4)  (5)  (6)  and  (7) 
and  the  care  of  the  buildings  in  Section  (2)  are  administered  by 
ohe  South  Area  Health  Sub-Committee  of  the  Northumberland  Cotjnty 
Council. 

(1)  Home  Nursing  and  Midwifery. 

Two  general  nurses  are  domiciled  in  the  district  and  one 
at  Brunt on  Park  Two  midwives  are  resident  in  the  district. 

(2)  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Services. 

At  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Centre,  Church  Road, 
Gosforth,  regular  sessions  are  held  for  babies,  children  and 
expeccant  mothers;  for  dental  treatment,  orthopaedic  consultations, 
speech  therapy,  for  the  treatment  of  eye  defects  and  skin  diseases, 
and  other  special  groups  of  people  such  as  poliomyelitis  sessions 
for  children  and  adults. 

(3)  Ambulance  Service. 

The  depot  covering  Gosforth  is  situated  at  Wideopen,  three 
miles  c the  north.  This  depot  covers  the  Urban  Districts  of 
Gosforth  and  Longbenton  (with  the  exception  of  West  Allotment) 
and  adjacent  parts  of  Castle  Ward,  and  works  in  conjunction  with 
the  other  depots  in  the  County. 

A driver- supervisor  is  in  control  with  fourteen  driver 
attendants  and  four  radio-control  assistants  on  a 24  hour  basis. 
There  are  six  permanent  vehicles  (2  petrol  and  A diesel)  and  one 
spare  petrol  vehicle. 


Work  was  commenced  on  a four  bay  extension  to  the  depot. 

All  calls  between  4 p.m.  to  8 a.m. , week  days  and  from  noon 
Saturdays  to  8 a.m.  Mondays  from  the  southern  part  of  the  County  are 
received  at  Wideopen  and  relayed  to  the  eight  other  stations  in  that 
area.  This  system  was  introduced  in  1956  and  has  worked  satisfactorily. 
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During  the  year  ambulances  of  this  station  made  6702  journeys 
carried  22,799  patients  including  758  accident  ard  emergency,  and  ' 
3750  stretcher  cases,  and  did  a mileage  of  172,472. 

(4)  Immunisation  and  Vaccination. 

. ?iP.htheria»  Vaccination  against  Diphtheria  was  carried  out 
as  in  many  yeans  past  at  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Centre  and 
°y  the  general  practitioners  of  the  district. 

In  1959,  359  children  (355,  0-4  years  and  4 5-14  years) 
received  a primary  course  of  immunisation,  and  279  children  received 
a reinforcing  injection. 

At  the  31st  December,  1959,  a total  of  92  per  cent  (922)  of  all 
children  up  to  14  years  of  age  had  been  immunised  at  some  tine  during 
eir  lives.  81$  (81$)  of  chilren  0-4  years  and  98£  (981)  children 
5-14  years  were  included  in  this  total. 

The  Immunity  Index,  i.e.,  the  number  of  children  immunised 
during  the  last  five  years  was  as  follows 


Children  under  1 year 

1-4  years 
5-14  years 


36£  (27$) 
93,1  (940 
53$  (551) 


a total _ Immunity  Index  of  children  under  15  years  of  63$ 
(64^).-  The.  figures  in  brackets  are  those  of  the  previous  year. 

It  is  encouraging  to  note  that  the  Lmmunity  Index  of  children 
of  one  year  of  age  has  risen  from  27  per  cent  to  36  per  cent,  and 
that  the  other  groups  show  only  a very  slight  decrease,  which  was  to 

be  expected  during  the  first  part  of  the  poliomyelitis  vaccination 
campaign. 

• U4.Th!  importance  of  diphtheria  immunisation  must  not  be  lost 
sigx.t  of  in  the  milt ipli city  of  other  injections  and  indeed,  this 
aoes  not  seem  to  be  a great  danger,  as  now  the  initial  rush  of 
poliomyelitis  vaccination  has  passed  the  parents  are  generally 
assiduous  in  seeking  advice  as  to  the  spacing  of  injections  and 
in  keeping  to  it* 

whooping  Cough  Prophylaxis*  A total  of  353  children  (3 01 ) 
received  prophylactic  injections  against  whooping  cough*  336 
injections  being  given  in  the  form  of  the  triple  antigen  of  Tetanus, 
phtheria  and  Pertussis.  This  triple  antigen  is  becoming  an  almost 
routine  form  of  injection. 

• 313  chiloren  under  one  year  of  age  received  protection 
against  .'/hooping  Cough,  37  between  1-4  years  and  3,  5-14  years. 
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Tetanus,  336  children  received  protection  against 
Tetanus  in  the  form  of  the  triple  antigen  compared  with  276  in 
1938  and  4- 2,  in  19’57. 

Vaccination  against  Smallpox.  A welcome  increase  was 
noticed  in  the  number  of  primary  vaccinations  to  a total  of  181, 
compared  with  153  in  the  previous  year.  In  addition,  35 
re-vaccinations  were  done. 

Poliomyelitis  Vaccination.  It  is  inpcs sible  at  this  stage 
to  give  figures  for  the  Urban  District,  but  in  the  whole  of  the 
South  Area  20,000,  six  months  to  15  years  of  age,  104-9  expectant 
mothers,  309  other  classes,  including  hospital  staffs  and  294-8 
young  persons  15-25  years  of  age  had  received  two  injections  by 
the  end  of  the  year.  In  addition,  15,226  third  injections  had 
been  given. 

The  campaign  continued  with  vigour  and  enthusiasm  all  during 
the  year  and  the  response  of  parents  in  the  Urban  District  was 
excellent;  that  of  young  persons  up  to  26  years,  only  moderate. 

(5)  Home  Help  Service.  A total  of  270  (24-3)  persons  residing 
in  the  Urban  District  received  the  services  of  a home  help  for 
varying  period„s  during  the  yea.r. 

There  were  39  (33)  confinements,  8 (17)  of  acute  illness, 

211  (180)  aged  and  infirm  persons,  8(8)  blind  and  4-  (4-)  cases 
of-  tuberculosis. 

The  inhabitants  of  the  district  take  full  advantage  of  the 
service.  The  number  of  aged  and.  infirm  receiving  it  increases 
year  by  year.  The  service  is  of  particular  help  to  the  aged  as 
it  keeps  many  of  them  at  home,  even  to  the  last. 

(6)  Care  and  After-care.  The  G-osforth  and  Castle  Ward 
After-care  Sub  Committee  continued  to  hold  regular  netings  at  three 
monthly  intervals. 

The  needs  of  cardiac  cases,  and  of  patients  suffering  from 
ling  diseases  other  than  tuberculosis  are  considered,  and  several 
such  cases  received  help  during  the  year.  Aid  is  given  to  persons 
in  need  of  extra  milk  and  clothing,  the  payment  of  relatives 
travelling  expenses  to  hospital;  provision  of  suitable  periodicals, 
and  in  one  case,  of  extra  heating. 

(7)  Nursing  Care  Committee.  This  Committee,  which  is  a 
voluntary  one,  continued,  its  exceedingly  helpful  work.  In  the 
course  of  the  year,  221  individuals  were  loaned  nursing  requisites, 
and  invalid  furniture  comprising  537  separate  articles  were  out 

on  loan. 
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In  1958,  176  persons  received  the  loan  of  nursing  requisites 
and  310  separate  articles  were  loaned. 

The  number  of  patients  having  the  use  of  invalid  wheel  chairs 
increased  to  79  from  31,  the  previous  year. 

The  Committee  maintain  the  stock  of  invalid  requisites  and 
renew  .and  add  to  them  as  required. 

More'  unusual  items  of  equipment  such  as  are  required  by 
paraplegic  patients  are  supplied  by  the  South  Area  Health 
Sub-Committee, 
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STATISTICAL  SIT  MARY  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS. 
Particulars  of  District. 


Area  (acres)  1739 
Registrar  General's  estimated  population  25,950 
Number  of  inhabited  houses  according  to  rate 

books  at  31st  March,  1959  8267 
Sun  represented,  by  Penny  Rate  £1,363 
Rateable  value  at  31st  March,  1959  £348,855 


Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics. 


Live  births 

Number  436 

Rate  per  1000  population  17.8 

Illegitimate  Live  Births  per  cent  of  total 

live  births  3.2 

Stillbirths 

Number  11 

Rate  per  1000  total  live  and  still  births  24.6 

Total  Live  and  Still  Births  447 

Infant  Deaths  (deaths  under  1 year)  10 

Infant  Mortality  Rates 

Total  infant  dearths  per  1000  total  live  births  22.9 
Legitimate  " " " " legitimate  live 

births  23.7 

Illegitimate  " " " illegitimate  live 

births 

Neo -natal  Mortality  Rate  (deaths  und.er  4 weeks  per 

1000  total  live  births)  16.0 

Early  Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate  (deaths  und.er  1 -week 

per  1000  total  live  births)  13.7 

Perinatal  Mortality  Rate  ( stillbirths  and  deaths 
under  1 week  combined  per  1000  total  live  and 
still  births)  38.0 

Maternal  Mortality  (including  abortion) 

Number  of  deaths  None 

Rate  per  1000  total  live  and  still  births 

Deaths. 

Deaths  from  Malignant  Diseases  (all  ages)  75 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages) 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages) 

Deaths  from  Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea  1 

(all  ages) 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH. 

( taken  from  the  Registrar  General  * s Return) 

Mai  e s . Femal  e s . 


All  causes 

176 

(43) 

207 

(61) 

Tuberculosis,  respiratory 

2 

(l) 

- 

Tuberculosis,  other 

- 

- 

Syphilitic  disease 

1 

(1) 

- 

Diphtheria 

- 

- 

Whooping  Cough 

- 

- 

Meningococcal  infections 

- 

- 

Acute  poliomyelitis 

- 

Measles 

- 

- 

Other  infective  & parasitic  diseases 

1 

(1) 

- 

Malignant  neoplasm, .stomach 

8 

4 

(1) 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus 

11 

5 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 

- 

3 

. Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 

- 

(1) 

2 

(1) 

Other  malignant  & lymphatic  neoplasms 

17 

25 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 

- 

- 

Diabetes 

- 

4- 

(4) 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

21 

2b 

Coronary  disease,  angina 

30 

(13), 

22 

(10) 

Hypertension  with  heart,  disease 

2 

2 

(22) 

Other  heart  diseases 

29 

(12) 

57 

Other  circulatory  disease 

8 

(6) 

6 

(1) 

Influenza 

7 

2 

Pneumonia 

6 

(4) 

7 

(6) 

3ronchitis 

10 

7 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

- 

(l) 

- 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

2" 

- 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

1 

- 

(1) 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

- 

1 

Hyperplaaia  of  prostate 

3 

- 

Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 

- 

-• 

Congenital  malformations 

1 

(1) 

3 

Other  defined  and.  ill-defined,  diseases 

8 

16 

(4) 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

2 

(2) 

- 

All  other  accidents 

4 

14 

(11) 

Suicide 

2 

3 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war 

20. 

TABLE  0?  BIRTHS  ^iND  DEATHS  FOR  THE  PAST  20  YEARS 
(1^'  “1959)  compared  with  rates  for  England"* *  Wales. 


General  Death  Rate.  Infant  Mortality  Birth  Rate 

Rate. 


Year 


1940 

194-1 

1942 

1943 

1944 

1945 

1946 

1947 

1948 

1949 

1950 

1951 
19r2 

1953 

1954 

1955 

1956 

1957 

1958 

1959 


Gosforth  England  Gosforth 

& Wales. 


11.2 

14.3 

64.4. 

10.9 

11,6 

50.2 

9.4 

11.6 

13.6 

10.7 

12.1 

24.1 

10.7 

11.6 

29.6 

13.1 

11.4 

36.2 

10.6 

11.5 

22.8 

9.1 

12. c 

23.6 

9.9 

10.8 

24.7 

9.9 

11.7 

28.8 

13.1 

11.6 

11.4 

11.1 

12.5 

25.2 

9.2 

11.3 

24.9 

14.1 

11.4 

16.1 

13.5 

11.3 

35.1 

15.7 

11.7 

28.7 

11.2 

11.7 

34.4 

12.7 

11.5 

11.2 

11.1 

11.7 

10.7 

10.8 

11.6 

22.9 

England  Gosforth  England 

* Wales  * Wales. 


55 

13.5 

15.1 

53 

11.2 

15.7 

49 

14.4 

16.3 

49 

16.4 

17.0 

46 

18.2 

18.1 

46 

16.0 

16.5 

43 

17.6 

19.6 

41 

18.7 

21.0 

34 

16.7 

18.3 

32 

15.7 

15.7 

29.8 

14.5 

15.8 

29.6 

34.5 

15.5 

27.6 

34.6 

15.3 

2 6.8 

34.1 

15.5 

25.5 

15.3 

15.2 

24.9 

17.2 

15.3 

23.8 

17.0 

15.7 

23.0 

15.1 

16.1 

22.5 

15.4 

16.4 

22.0 

17.8 

16.5 

INFANT  MORTALITY. 

Atelects.sis,.  gross  prematurity 
Atelectasis 

Hyorocephalus  * meningomyelocele 
Hyaline  membrane  disease 
Extr-ne  prematurity,  multiple  pregnancy 
Transposition  of  the  great  vessels 
Inhalation  of  vorrdtus,  prematurity 
Broncho  Pneumonia,  mongolism 

Peripheral  circulatory  failure.  Broncho  Pneumonia 
Asphyxia  due  to  inhalation  of  vomit 


45  minutes 
1 hour 
1 hour 
9 hours 
1 day 

3 days 
1 week 

4 months 

4 months 

5 months 
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PREVALENCE  ALL  CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS 
AND  OTHER  DISEASES. 


The  ta^1f  on  pa®e  22 gives  the  number  and  age  groups  of 
the  cases  of  infectious  Diseases  notified  during  the  year. 

Cases  requiring  hospital  treatment  and  isolation  are 
removed  to  the  Hospital  for  Infectious  Diseases,  Walkergate. 

Th  hospital  is  controlled  by  the  Regional  Hospital  Board. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  LABORATORY  SERVICE 

~ tPeSd;f.1S„a  ®uranary:  of  Bacteriological  reports  received 
pliAf  tublic  Health  Laboratory  Service,  Newcastle  General 

andPby  the°LS~r"t0a  * ^ Petitioners 


Positive,  Negative. 


Throat  swabs  for  Haemolytic 
Streptococci 

Throat  swabs  for  Diphtheria 
Nasal  swab  for  Diphtheria 
Throat  swabs  for  Coagulase 
positive  staphylococci 
i nr oat  swabs  for  orgsaisms  of 
Vincent’s  Angina 
Specimens  of  faeces  for 
pathogenic  organisms 
Specimens  of  sputum  for  Tuberculosis 


6 

6 

1 

1 

5 

92 


Total. 


7 

6 

1 

1 

5 

139 

3 
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INTEC  TIOUS  disease: 
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FOOD  POISONING-  RETURN,  1939. 


Food  Poisoning  Notifications  (corrected)  as  returned  to  the 
Registrar  .General. 

1st  Quarter  2nd  Quarter.  3rd  Quarter.  ipfch  Quarter, 

Nil  Nil  Nil  Nil 

Cases  othervri.se  ascertained 

Nil  Nil  Nil  Nil 

Symptomless  Excreters 


Nil  Nil 

Fatal  Cases. 

Nil  Nil 

Particulars  of  Outbreaks, 

Single  Cases 

Salmonella  Infections,  not 


Nil  Nil 

Nil  . Nil 

Nil 
Nil 

food-borne 


1 

[Salmonella 

(type) 

l. 

i 

: 

Outbrea1 

No.  of 
es  cases. 



Single 
case  s 

Total  No.  of i 
cases  (out-  , 
breaks  and 
single  cases) 

Family 

Other 

(outbreaks) 

[Typhi -murium 
do 
do 

Totals 

- 

— 

- 

_ 

1 

1 

11 

1 

1 

1 

- 

- 

3 

3 

Inward  transfer. 


2k 
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COirP/JlAOT/E  TABLE  OP  TOBERCULOSlS  STATISTICS-  PPR  EECENT  YEA 
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TUBERCULOSIS  REGISTER.  1959 


27. 


AMIL.L  REPORT  OP  THE  SENIOR  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 
FOR  T:H  YEAR  ENDED  31st  DECEMBER,  1939. 


Mr.  Chairman,  Lady  and  Gentlemen, 

Once  again  I am  privile  red  to  submit  to  you  my  Annual  Report. 

In  recent  years  in  the  introductory  remarks  to  my  report,  I 
have  found  it  necessary  to  refer  to  staff  changes.  Happily, ’ this 

n«^s  proved  the  exception,  and  I am  able  to  say  that  Mr.  Davison 
is^now  comfortably  settled,  and  proving  himself  a capable  officer 
and  well  worthy  of  his  appointment. 

REFUSE  COLLECTION  AND  DISPOSAL 

Refuse  Collection 

Tue  Urban  District  continues  to  expand.  Two  hundred  and  forty- 
two  new  houses  were  erected  during  the  year,  and  the  population 
increased  from  25430  to  25950. 

The  ^egent  Farm  Estate  with  its  336  houses,  plus  a small  but 
nevertheless  very  attractive  shopping  centre  was  completed.  i,t 
tne  end  of  the  year  the  number  of  occupied  new  houses  on  the  Fawdon 
Farm  Estate  increased  to  well  over  200. 

.Naturally  these  developments  created  more  work  for  the  Department, 
ana  it  should  be  oorne  in  mind  that  the  task  of  collecting  refuse  from 
welling  houses  on  the  modern  estates  is  a much  slower  procedure  than 
that  ^of  collecting  from  the  older  terraced  type  of  dwelling.  Notwith- 
standing the  aforesaid,  the  work  proceeded  fairly  smoothly.  Of 
course, ^1  received  the  usual  complaints  of  irregular  collections 
immediately  following  noli day  periods.  The  situation  is  further 
aggravated. if  I have  the  misfortune  to  have  a staff  shortage  on  my 
hands.  This  usually  arises  from  sickness  among  the  staff,  and  it  is 
a situation  which  not  infrequently  has  to  be  faced. 

These  difficulties  could,  at  least  to  some  extent,  be  overcome, 
and  one  method  of  achieving  this  would  be  to  engage  the  staff  on 
li nger  morn  s,  or  engage  extra  labour.  Naturally,  either  course 
would  incur  a greater  charge  upon  the  service. 

4lS_I  ^ave  stated  in  previous  reports,  to  attempt  to  follow  a 
rigid  time-table  following  a public  holiday  is  a problem  of  some 
magnitude.  'Two  alternatives  are  available,  firstly,  to  commence 
work  one  or  two  days,  according  to  the  extent  of  the  holiday,  behind 
scnecule  and  endeavour  to  catch  up  in  the  space  of  a week  or  two,  or 
secondly,  to  miss  out  entirely  the  lost  collection  day(s). 
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S°j:,Ce  0f  th*  alternatives  I find  myself  in  * dilemma,  for 

of“on^Snts  5?!  T t-10  f!r  a WOeic  °r  two  brinSs  forth  » number 

° .mile  to  adhe-re  to  tae  time-table  at  the  expense  of 

-ives  rise8tolderS  W,1°  ire  ,loria£aiy  vislted  on  the  particular  day(s) 
0ives  rise  co  many  complaints  by  the  minority.  ^ 

a-inTth„w’hnhty  °f  h0UStrafuse  c°tlected  during  the  summer  months 
g-in  sao;it.  no  serious  reauction;  the  ash  content  being  made  up  con- 
siderably by  the  inclusion  of  large  quantities  of  garden  refuse  With 

°f teellln8S  Particular  hpect 

01  re-  U,J<3  collection  is  becoming  quite  a problem. 

monuersSPfre-h°  faot,that  obtain  traders,  i.e.  meat  purveyors,  fish- 
mongers  i ruiterers  euc.,  received  a bi-weekly  collection  of  refuse 

e quantlty  of  *****  ******  remained  fairly  high  throughout  the  year. 
Refuse  Disposa.1 

Dudle-  1nane}y  the  Benton  Quarry,  Gosforth  Park  and 

of  refuse  hi,  ais  teltlcC*  C1SP0Sal  “ aPPf°ximately  12000  tons 


rea,  served 


The  Dudley  tip,  some  seven  ales  distant  from  the 

thf  f0r,ab0Ut /our  months  of  the  year.  The  longer  haul  had 

tne  natural  tenaency  to  reduce . slightly  tie  period  of  collection. 

The  expenditure  incurred  in  the  disposal  of  the  refuse  is  equally 
borne  by  the  Longbenton  and  Gosforth  Councils.  q V 

our  sinoero^Vnks  ^ p^eSSUre  and  P^vilege  to  voice  on  your  behalf 
Councilor  1 -°  f °na:Lr:iian  and  ambers  of  the  Longbenton 

disposal" Of  re-  00  Provide  to  t.iis  Council  facilities  for  the 

mention1!^  TnrZ  O Particular  regard  I would  also  like  to 

Council.  ‘ y>  °r  Public  :iealth  Inspector  to  the  Longbenton 


Salvage  Disposal 

f?niG. ,qUa?tlty  °f  WaftG  paper  fo™rded  to  the  Board  Mills  during 

of  1?  tons  ovJT  endea.th°  1st  Mar°d  I960  was  363  tons,  a docrche 
1/  tons  over  tne  previous  financial  year, 

- "h?  fiSure  of  363  tons  represents  1.1?  tons  per  month  per  1000 

population  ano.  realised  an  inco  ie  of  £2911.  DeSpite  tNe  slight ' 
^ tb?  ---  decreased  by  £214.  ^Ss^stf 
y -c-  x oc.uction  m she  price  received  per  ton  of  newsprint. 
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The  tonnage  of  the' various 
Board  Mills  and  income  received 


grades  of  waste  paper  forwarded  to  the 
from  the  sale  thereof  is  as  follows 


Grade 

W eight 

Income 

i. 

c.  7. 

£. 

s. 

d. 

Mixed  Paper 

230 

9 2 

1728 

10 

11 

Fibreboard 

37 

56  2 

353 

12 

9 

Newsprint 

94 

19 

828 

14 

4 

362 

15 

£2910 

18 

' indeed  another  fine  effort  on  the  part  of 
of  Gosforth,'  but  I am  still  inclined  to  the  vie?/  that 
clean  waste  paper  is  deposited  in  the  dustbin. 


the  residents 
far  too  much 


Costing  Returns  (1959-60 ) 


4 ^ 0i  compiling  his  report  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and 

. Government  ’ s Manual  on  Public  r.na 


e turns  for  the 


T * - ~_Lf  w iaj.uj.oo. 

Local  Government's  Manual  on  Public  Cleansing  Costin 
C^>?~  ® finaxlcial  Mear  111  respect  of  the  larger  urban  areas  in  England 
°‘n  ’ *Valef,  was  not  mailable,  iliis  being  the  case  1 was  not  /hie  to 
compare  the  costs  of  this  authority  with  authorities  of  comparable 

population. 


Tne  cost  appertaining  to  this  district  and  relating  to  1000  of 
population  and  per  1000  premises  is  described  below  and°for  the  sake 

0 comparison  I have  covered  a period  of  four  years.  I have  also 
included  similar  costs  relating,  to  districts  with  a population  range 

01  under  30000  so  far  as  the  figures  are  available. 


Per  1000  of  population 


1956/57 

£ 

Gosforth  U.D.C.  545 

Other  Authorities  336 

Per  1C0Q  Premises  1953/57 

£ 

Gosforth  U.D.C.  1703 

Other  Authorities  1810 


1957/58 

1958/59 

1959/60 

£ 

£ 

£ 

564 

591 

622 

584 

611 

- 

1957/58 

1958/59 

1959/60 

£ 

£ 

£ 

1606 

1658 

1734 

1335 

1892 

-,y°  coaclusions  can  be  drawn  from  the  above  information,  namely, 
mat  our  costs  compare  most  favourably  ith  Authorities  of  comparable 
oopu  ^ ion,  mid  bhat  despite  tne  considerable  increase  in  the  number 

of  mHhni ^emg  catered  for  by  this  Authority,  there  is  no  evidence 
cl  may  signu leant  increase  m our  unit  costs. 
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COST  5T,,TEj!ENT  1939  - 6p 


item 

Particulars 

Collection 

JJisposal 

j 

Totals 

— 1! 

Percentage  1 
of  total 

1 

\ 

1 3 

gross 

expenditure 

1 

2 

4 

5 

REVENUE  ACC  O'  IT?  (note  (a)  ) 

n 

£ 

£ 

% 

1 

GROSS  EXPENDITURE: 

! 

(i)  Labour  (note  (b)  ) 

10192 

‘1413 

11605 

60,8 

(ii)  Transport  (note  (c)  ) 

4389 

1480 

5869 

30.8 

(iii)  Plant,  equipment,  land 

100 

24 

124 

0o6 

and  buildings  (note  (d) 

(iv)  Ot' ■ er  items  (note  (e)  ) 

209 

1287 

1496 

7.8 

(v)  Total  gross  expenditure 

14890 

4204 

19Q94 

100.0 

2 

GROSS  INCOME  (note  (f)  ) 

37  : . 

2911 

2948 

_ 

3 

NET  COST 

14853 

1293 

16146 

• 

4 

Capital  expenditure  met  from 
revenue  (included  ab-^ve) 

(note  (g)  ) 

” 

1 

J. 

UNIT  COSTS  (n  te  (h)  ) 

s.  d. 

s.  d. 

s.  d. 

1 

1 

l 

5 

Gross  cost  per  ton,  labour  only 

t— 1 

cr\ 

C7\ 

CM 

18  9 

1 

6 

Gross  cost  per  ton,  transport 

! 

I 1 

only 

7 l 

2 5 

9 6 

7 

Net  cost  (all  expenditure) 

per  ton 

24.  0 

2 1 

26  1 

»' 

£ 

£ 

£ 

8 

Net  cost  per  1,000  population 

572 

50 

622 

1 | 

9 

Net  cost  per  1,000  premises 

1595 

139 

1734 

31. 

ODER  .TIONAL  STATISTICS 


10.  Ares  (statute  acres)  - land  and  inland  water  1739  acres 

11.  Population  at  30t'  June,  1959  (Registrar-General1 s Estimate)  25950  persons 

12.  T-'tal  refuse  collected  (tons)  (Estimated  weighings)  12370  tons 

13.  Weight  (cwts)  per  1,000  population,  per day  (365  lays  to  year)  26.1  cvrfcs 

lif.  Number  of  premises  from  which  refuse  is  collected 9310  premises 

15.  Premises  from  whic  .collecti  ns  are  made  at  least  once  weekly  100  ' of  total 

16.  Average  haul,  single  journey,  to  final  disposal  point 

(including  — miles  by  secondary  transport)  4 miles 

17.  Kerbside  collecti'-' n expressed  as  estimated  percentage  of  total 

collection .’ - '• 

18.  Total  refuse- 'disposed  of  (of  v’  ich  tons  were  disposed  of 

for  other  local  authrities)  12370  tons 

19.  Methods  of  disposal  (Salvage  excluded); 

fa)  Crude  tipping - 'f 

(b)  Controlled  tipping  100 

(c)  Direct  incineration - % 

(d)  Separation  and  incineration 

( e)  Other  methods  ( state  nature ) 

100  : 


20.  Salvage.  Analysis  of  income  and  t nnage: 


Inc  ome  Tonnage 

(included  in  . . Collected 

It  em  2)  (included  in 

Item  12) 


£ Tons 

(a)  Raw  Kitchen  Waste  (note  (a)  ....  .... 

(b)  Scrap  Metal  ....  .... 

(cV  Waste  Paper  2911  363 

(d)  Other  Salvage  ....  . . . . 


3^3 


(e)  Totals 


Is  2911 
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NOTES 

(a)  Comprising  the  expenditure  directly  attributable  to  the  service, 
including  sums  paid  to  other  local  authorities.  Excluding  all 
expenditure  and  income  arising  from  the  operation  of  kitchen 
waste  processing  plant  but  including  expenditure  on  normal 
collection  of  raw  kitchen  waste  and  (against  Items  2 and  20  (a) 

an  appropriate  amount  of  income  corresponding  to  its  sale. 

(b)  "Labour"  means  all  employees  other  than  clerical  staff,  drivers 
and  mechanics.  Expenditure  includes  holiday  and  sick  pay,  bonus 
payments,  all  superannuation  charges,  employer's  contributions 
to  national  insurance  and  the  cost  of  protective  clothing  and 
uniforms. 

(c)  Transport  means  all  types  of  vehicles  and  expenditure  includes 
running  and  maintenance  costs,  wages  of  drivers  and  mechanics 
and  other  revenue  expenses  (including  loan  charges). 

(d)  Including  running  costs,  maintenance  expenses,  loan  charges  and 
all  suns  charged  to  revenue  account  in  respect  of  the  provision 
or  renewal  of  buildings,  plant,  dustbins,  etc.  Costs  of  war 
damage  repairs  should-  be  excluded. 

(e)  Including  salaries  and  wages  not  already  mentioned,  payments  to 
other  local  authorities  for  collection  and/or  disposal  of  refuse 
and  payments  to  contractors.  Excluding  all  administration  and 
office  expenses.  No  part  of  the  Chief  Officer's  salary  should 
be  included. 

(f)  To  ensure  statistical  uniformity  all  salvage  income  (except  raw 
kitchen  waste)  should  be  credited  to  Disposal.  Trade  refuse 
collection  income  should  be  credited  two-t’iirds  to  Collection  and 
one-third  to  Disposal.  Income  from  raw  kitchen  waste  should  be 
credited  to  the  account  which  bears  the  cost  of  its  collection. 

(g)  Item  if  excludes  and  Item  1 includes  loan  charges  and  contributions 
to  depreciation  funds. 

(h)  Gross  unit  costs  of  collection  and  disposal  should  be  based  on  the 
tonnages  shown  at  Items  12  and  18  respectively  but  the  net  cost  of 
disposal  should  be  based  on  the  tonnage  of  the  council's  own  refuse, 
i.e.  excluding  refuse  received,  from  other  local  authorities. 


Staff 


In  concluding  this  section  01  my  report,  I rust  add  a word  of 
praise  for  Mr.  Oliver  and  the  outside  staff. 

I would  also  like  to  refer  to  the  retirement  of  Mr.  Jack  Jobson 
one  of  my  drivers  who  retired  in  March,  1959.  Apart  from  war  service 
an'~-  a short  period  of  employment  with  the  Northumberland  County 
Council,  Mr.  Jobson  has  spent  practically  all  nis  working  life" with 
this  Council.  I wish  him  well  in  his  retirement. 

itr.  Oli/er  is  due  to  retire  in  September,  196c,  when  ho  will  have 
completed  fifty  years  service  with  this  Council. 


WATER  SUPPLY 

IMe  wnole  ox  the  district  mas  a piped  water  supply  provided  by 
tue  Newcastle  and  Gateshead  hater  Company. 

. 1 031  aSaiil  indebted  to  the  Engineer  of  the  Company  for  supplying 
mo  wita  details  relating  to  the  bacteriological  results  of  samples  of 
lltered  water  exumineo  nt  the  Company's  laboratory. 

The  total  nuimber  of  samples  examined  was  1094. 


Classification 

Excellent 

Satisfactory 

Unsatisfactory 

Suspicious 


Number 


% of  Total 


1088 

5 

1 

0 


99.45 

0.46 

0.09 

0.0 


lie.  US  INC 

®le  Public  Inquiry  ..into  the  Compulsory  Purchase  Order  relating  to 
Gibson's  Cottages  was  held  on  the  29th  July  and  the  Order  was  duly  con- 
firmed by  the  Minister  of  Housing  and  Local  Government  on  the  27th 
October;  the  operative  date  of  the  Order  being  the  16th  December,  1959. 


. ~nus  ol  bhe  number  of  dwelling  houses  originally  submitted  to  the 
Minister  as  dwelling  houses' frhich  possibly  could  be  included  in  a five- 
year  programme  of  slum  clearance,  5C#  have  now  been  dealt  with. 


Cl  the  houses  remaining  to  bo  dealt  with,  a report  on  the  condition 
of  the  Pawdon  *arm  Cottages  was  submitted  to  the  Health  Committee  in 
eptomber. . It  is  moped  to  suemit  fgre  xort  on  the  dwelling  houses  in  the 
arca  comprising  John  treet,  Bowes  Street,  and  Streatlem  ^-errace  early 
an  Db 0 • "he  programme  vd.ll  bo  completed  by  submission  of  reports  on 
t..e  condition  of  the  dwelling  houses  in  bardie  Street  and  best  Street 
(part  of). 
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There  is  a fair  amount  of  property  in  the  urban  district  which  is 
old,  but  not  necessarily  unfit,  i.e.  judged  on  present-day  standards* 
Many  houses  contained  in  this  particular  class  of  property  are  struct- 
urally sound,  but  practically  all  aro  lacking  in  modern  amenities. 

. I think  it  is  a practical  proposition  with  the  aid  of  Improvement 
Grants  to  up-grade  a considerable  number  of  these  houses.  They  could 
be  developed  into  well-lighted  and  well -ventilated  houses,  possessing 
modern  amenities  such  as  hot  ana  cold  water,  baths,  interior  sanitary 
accommodation,  adequate  ventilated  food  storage  and  having  proper 
facilities  for  the  preparation  and  cooking  of  food. 

Housing  Statistics 

New  houses  completed  during  the  year. 


(a)  By  Local  Authority  1 6 

(h)  By  Private  Persons  226 

Unfit  houses  made  Pit 

(a)  After  informal . action  by  L.A,  42 

(b)  After  formal  notice  by  L.A.  13 


Rent  Act,  1957 

The  Rent  Restricti ons  Reguia t ion s,  1957 

Part  1 - Application  for  Certificates  of  Disrepair 


(1)  Number  of  applications  for  certificates  3 

(2)  Number  of  decisions  not  to  issue  certificates  Nil 

(3)  Number  of  decisions  to  issue  certificates  3 

(a)  in  respect  of  some  but  not  all  defects 3 

(b)  in  respect  of  all  defects  Nil 

(4)  Number  of  undertakings  given  by  Landlords  under 

Paragraph  5 of'  the  Pirst  Schedule  2 ++ 

(4a) Number  of  notices  outstanding  in  Form  J Nil 


(5)  Number  of  undertakings  refused  by  Local  Authority  under 

.proviso  to  paragraph  5 of  the  First  Schedule Nil 

(6)  Number  of  certificates  issued Nil 

++  (in  one  instance  work  completed  before  Certificate  issued) 
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11  - Application  for  Cancellation  of  Certificates 

(7)  Applications  by  Landlords  to  Local  Authority  for 

cancellation  of  certificates  2 

(8)  Objections  by  tenants  to  cancellation  of  certificates  Nil 

(9)  Decision  ay  Local  Authority  to  cancel  in  spite  of  tenant’s 

objection  2 

(10)  Certificates  cancelled  by  Local  authority 9 

RODEN?  ILiELTATIo; 

^ The  number  ol  visits  made  in  tnis  particular  connection  a -ain 
s .ovea  a snarp  increase  upon  the  previous  year.  Nearly  a thousand 

^ l*  Te  f’  involvin'3  one  hundred  and  eighty  dwelling  houses 
axiu.  twenty-six  business  premises, 

were  inspections  revealed  that  fifty-four  dwelling  houses 

• inf e st od  with  rams  and  fifty-four  dwelling  houses  infested 
1 mice.  allowing  test  baiting  no  evidence  of  either  rats  or 
p,  yLCfUld  bs  Iound  lri  t:-e  remaining  seventy-two  dwelling  houses. 

Ei Jit  business  premises  were  found  to  be  infested  with  rats  and 
xour  business  premises  found  to  be  infested  with  mice.  No  evidence 
°ij^7  lnfestatlon  was  founu  in  the  remaining  fourteen  business 

, No  "ia^or  infestations  were  encountered  in  either  dwelling 
mouses  or  business  premises. 

i 

PIS  II  FEES  TATICN 

p Fllty~one  comPlaintp  were  received  in  the  Department,  covering 
™ge  of  1insects-  The  insects  dealt  with  included  house- 
es,  I leas,  cockroaches,  clover-mite,  earwigs,  wasps  and  woodworm. 

_.1  ^ Please  to  record  once  again  that  no  complaints  were 
received  of  any  bed-bu  : infestation. 

. . .A  S°oc-  foaauro  of  success  was  achieved  in  the  eradication  of 

h hnT-iS hy  1“  a?plioation.of  the  insecticide,  D.D.T.  plus  one 
ln  ,‘.f  g/  ^sectieiaes,.  "Mala-chion".  Eds  insecticide  was  applied 
m ooth  liquid  and  powder  form. 

SHOPS  ACT.  1950 

v-rir^o112  thG  and  forty-nine  visits  were  made  to 

various  ^nops  m the  district. 
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Nino  traders  were  reported  to  the  Health  Committee  in  connection 
with  infringements  of  the  provisions  of  the  Act  relating  to  Sunday 
Trading.  Two  of  tne  traders,  -having  'been  previously  warned  on  two 
occasions  oy  tne  Council  ior  similar  infringements,  wove  prosecuted, 
and  lines  ox  £3  nna  £2  v/ere  imposed.  Warning  notices  'were  served 
upon  the,  „q  „er  seven  traders,  fney  v/er e also  warned  that  on  receipt 
of  evidence  of  continued  infringement,  the  Council  would  consider 
taking  Court  proceedings  without  further  notice. 

FACTORIES  ACT.  1937  to  1959 

There  are  one  hundred  and  two  registered  factories  in  the  district, 
seven  uy-tnree  mecnanical  x notaries  and  t renty— one  non— mechanical 
factories  and  eight  other  premises  in  which  Section  7 of  the  factories 
Act  is  enforced. 

f 

PART  1. 

.INSPECTIONS 


Number 

Number  of 

Premises 

on 

Register 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

(i) 

Factories  in  which  Sections 
1,2,3,  4 and  6 arc  to  he 
enforced  by  Local 
Authorities  

21 

— 

42 

7 

Nil 

(ii) 

Factories  not  included  in 
(i)  in  which  Section  7 is 
.enforced  by  the  Local 

Author itv  - 

73 

113 

7 

Nil 

(iii) 

Other  premises  in  which 
Section  7 is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority  (ex- 
cluding out  —wo rker  s ’ 
promises)  . . „ „ 

■8 

24 

Nil 

Nil 

Total  ....... 

102 

181 

14 

Nil 
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Cases  in  which  DEFECTS  were  found 


Particulars 

Number  of  cases  in  which  defects 
were  found 

Number  of 
cases  in 

Pound 

! 

Remedied 

R 

to  H.  11. 

In spec  cor 

ef erred 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 

H wnich  pro- 
secutions 

were 

instituted 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(3) 

(6) 

Uant  of  cleanliness  (S.l) 

14- 

14 

Nil 

1 

Nil 

Overcrowding  (S.2) 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Unreasonable  temperature 
(S.3) 

- 

- 

- 

Inadequate  ventilation 

(su) 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Ineffective  drainage 
of  floors  (S.6) 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Sanitary  Conveniences  (S.7) 
(a)  Insufficient 

- 

- 

j 

1 

- 

- 

(b)  Unsuitable  or 

defective  T , , 

~ 

- 

- 

1 

— 

(c)  Not  separate  for 

sexes  , 

J 

j 

- 

1 

— 

Total  ..... 

14 

. 

14 

L 

Nil 

1 

Nil 
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PART  VIII 

( outwork) 


1 — - 

1 

Nature 

of 

"ork 

(1) 

Section  110 

Section  111 

No . of 
out -workers 
in  August 
list  req- 
uired by 
Section 

110  (1) 

(c) 

(2) 

No,  of 
cases  of 
default 
in  send- 
ing lists 
to  the 
Council 

(3) 

No.  of 
prosec- 
utions 
for  fail- 
ure to  | 
supply  : 
lists 

(4) 

No.  of 
instances 
of  work 
in  unwhole- 
some 

premises 

(5) 

[Notices 

Served 

(6) 

Prose- 

cutions 

(7) 

Wearing ) making 

2 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

apparel ) etc., 

) cleaning 

) and 

- 

..  - 

- 

- 

- 

- 

) washing 

Total 

2 . 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

INSPECTION  OP  POOD  AND  FOOD  PREMISES 

Milk  Supply 

Milk  (Special  Designation^)  ( Rc.w  Milk)  Populations,  194-9* 

1 Number  of  dealers  licences  issued  to  retail  "'Tuberculin  Tested"  milk  ...  4 


Number  of  Supplementary  licences  issued  to  retail  "Tuberculin 

lested  miljc  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

Milk  (Special  _De  s ignations)  (Pasteurised  and  sterilised  Milk ) 

Regulations,  194-9 

Number  of  dealers  licences  issued  to  retail  "Pasteurised"  milk  12 

Number  of  dealers  licences  issued  to  retail  "Tuberculin  Tested" 

^ Pa  ot  eun  so  a)  *m_lk  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ^ 

Number  of  supplementary  licences  issued  to  retail  "Pasteurised"  milk  . 10 

Number  of  dealers  licences  issued  to  retail  "Sterilised"  milk  ...  . . 27 

Number  of  supplementary  licences  issued  to  retail  "Sterilised"  milk  ..  4 
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Milk  and  Dai rics  (General)  Regulations,  1939 

Number  of  persons  registered  ns  Distributors  of  milk . ...  33 

Number  of  premises  registered  as  Dairies . . . ..  2 

Samples  of  Milk 

During  the  year  ninety-nine  samples  of  milk  were  procured.  Owing 
to  the  at. no spheric  shade  temperature  exceeding  63’  P.  (the  temperature 
at  which  samples  are  to  be  kept  prior  to  testing)  four  of  the  samples 
v/erc  declared  void. 

Ninety  samples  were  submitted  to  the  Methylene  Blue  keeping  quality 
test  and  seventy-five  representing  83*3 % of  the  total  submitted  satisfied 
the  test.  The  corresponding  figure  for  the  previous  year  was  84-*l 

Tuberculin  Tested  (Farm  Bottled)  milk. 

Out  of  a total  of  forty-nine  samples  submitted,  thirty-four  or 
69.2f<  satisfied  the  Methylene  Blue  test.  Each  year  presents  a steadily 
deteriorating  position  in  the  keeping  quality  of  farm-bottled  milks. 

In  1957  the  percentage  of  farm-bottled  milk  satisfying  the  Methylene  Blue 
test  ■ as  82,  Of;  in  1958  the  percentage  was  73*0". 

Of  the  fifteen  unsatisfactory  samples  of  farm-bottled  milk,  one 
producer  v/as  responsible  for  six  of  these  samples,  and  another  producer 
responsible  for  five  samples.  In  fairness  to  the  first  producer 
referred  to,  it  must  be  stated  that  the  milk  is  handled  by  a distributor 
before  it  reaches  the  consumer,  and  in  consequence  the  milk  will  have 
"aged"  a little.  Nevertheless,  even  in  these  conditions  there  seems 
little  excuse  to  offer,  for  a farm-bottled  milk  to  decolourise  Methylene 
Blue  in  -g-  hour. 

In  connection  with  the  second  producer  referred  to,  this  is  a case 
of  a producer-retailer,  the  milk  is  delivered  to  the  consumer  direct 
from  the  farm.  The  only  redeeming  feature  in  this'  instance  is  the  fact 
that  two  of  the  five  samples  v/ere  border-line  cases. 

Tuberculin  Tested  (Pasteurised)  and  Pasteurised  milk 


Twenty- five  samples  of  Pasteurised  milk  and  sixteen  samples  of 
Tuberculin  Bested  (Pasteurised)  milk  were  examined  and  found  to  satisfy 
both  the  Methylene  Blue  keeping  uality  test  and  the  Phosphatase  Test. 

Sterilised  milk 

Five  samples  of  sterilised,  milk  v/ere  procured  and , submitted  to 
the  Turbidity  Test  and  all  were  found  satisfactory. 
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EAC TERIOIT1  G-IC AL  EX/JOTATION  0! 
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Samples  of  Ico  Cream 

During  the  year  thirty-five  samples  of  ice-cream  were  procured  and 
submitted  to  the  Methylene  Blue  Test. 

The  following  table  shows  the  results  of  the  examination  of  these 
samples,  together  with,  their  respective  grading. 


Type  of  S 

ample 

Time  ta.ken  to 

Provisional 

Percentage 

Prewrapped 

Loose. 

Reduce  Methylene  Blue 

Grade 

of  total 

17 

9 

4|  hours  or  more 

2w  hours  - 4 hours 

2 hour  - 2 hours 

1 

74.3 

1 

1 

2 

5.7 

Nil 

4 

3 

11.4 

Nil 

— ■■■  . J 

3 

— 

0 hours 

i 

4 

8. 6 

On  the  whole  the  above  results  portray  a brighter  picture  than  the 
previous  year,  when  20a  of  the  samples  fell  into  G-rade  4. 

Samples  were  procured  from  eight  different  producers,  three  of  whom 
are  responsible  for  samples  falling  into  trades  3 and  4.  The  following 
table  shows  the  percentages  of  the  total  number  procured  from  these 
three  producers,  falling  into  Grades  1 to  4. 


Producer 

No.  of  Samples 
Procured 

% of  Samples  f allin 

g into 

Gra 

des  1-4 

Gra.de  1 

Grade  2 

Grade 

3 

Grade  4 

A 

6 

5 O'" . 

17m 

33^ 

Nil 

B 

6 

50.; 

Nil 

33  - 

i7,-: 

C 

5 

6o7 

Nil 

Nil 

4c ; 

In  considering  tnese  results  regard  should  be  had  to  t o observations 
(quoted  below)  raa.de  by  the  sub-committee  appointed  to  enquire  into  tests 
for  the  bacteriological  grading  of  ice-cream. 

"Owing  to  the  numerous  fa.ctors  governing  the  hygienic  quality  of  ice- 
cream it  is  unwise  to  pay  too  much  attention  to  the  bacteriological 
results  on  any  single  sample.  Judgment  should  be  based  rather  on  a series 
of  samples.  It  is  suggeste  that  over  a.  six-monthly  period  50  per  cent 
of  vendors’  samples  should,  fall  into  Grade  1;  80  per  cent  into  Grade  1 
and  2;  not  more  than  20  per  cent  into  Grade  3 and  none  into  Grade  4* 


With  one  exception  all  the  ice-cream  retailed  in  the  district  is 
manufactured  outside  the  district.  The  one  exception  is  the  manufacture 
of  a type  of  ice-cream  known  as  a complete  cold-mix.  This  is  defined 
as  a product  capable  of  manufacture  into  ice-cream  with  the  addition  of 
water  only. 

Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1935. 

(Section  62)  Licensing  of  Slaughter  Houses. 

There  is  only  one  slaughter  house  in  the  district  and  it  is  sithated 
at  the  rear  of  the  premises  known  as  loO  High  Street,  and  occupied  as  a 
butcher's  shop.  During  the  year,  the  shop,  together  with  the  slaughter- 
house was  taken  over  by  Messrs.  G-.H.  Fenwick  Ltd.,  211  Whitley  Road, 
Whitley  Bay. 

' i * 

••  The  licence  appertaining  to  the  slaughter  house  is  due  to  expire 
on  the  thirty- first  day  of  January,  i960. 

The  number  of  animals  slaughtered  during  the  year  together  with  the 
results  of  the  inspection  of  the  carcases  and  organs  is  shown  in  the 
table  on  page  43 . 

I am  pleased,  to  report  that  it  was  possible  to  carry  out  a IOC 
inspection  of  all  animals  slaughtered  on  the  premises. 

Two  animals  ’-wore  found  to  be.  affected,  with  Cysticercus  Bovis;  in  both 
instances  the  infection  was  confined  to  the  masticatory  muscles.  There 
was  a slightincrease  in  the  number  of  animals  found  to  be  affected  with 
Tuberculosis,  but  in  no  instance  was  total  condemnation  of  the  carcase 
necessary. 

"’i 

There  v/as  a sharp  increase  in  the  number  of  animals  found  to  be  . 
affected  with  disease  other  than  Tuberculosis  or  Cysticerci.  This  v/as 
primarily  duo  to  the  number  of  animals  found  to  be  affected. -with 
Cirrhosis  of  the  liver. 

The  Slaughterhouse  Reports  (Appointed  Day)  Order,  1959« 

The  Slaughterhouse  (Reports)  Direction,  1959  • 

The  Order  appoints  the  2nd  November,  1959,  as  the  earliest  day  by 
which  local  authorities  may  submit  their  reports  to  the  Minister  under 
section  3 of  the  Slaughterhouses  Act,  1958  about  the  slaughterhouse 
requirements  of  their  districts.  These  reports  have  to  be  made  during 
the  twelve  months  after  the  appointed  day  i.e.  not  later  than  the  2nd 
November,  i960,  except  where  a longer  period  is  allowed  by  the  Minister 
in  any  particular  case. 

The  Direction  made  by  the  Minister  under  section  (3)  of  the  Act 
specifies  certain  particular’s  to  be  included  in  the  reports. 


Carcases  Inspected  ana  Condemned 


Cattle 

Exel. 

Cows 

Cows 

| 

Calves 

Sheep 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Horses 

Number  killed 

253 

| 

Nil 

1 

03 

Vjl 

i 

Nil 

Nil 

Number  inspected 

253 

Nil 

1 

859  ! 

Nil 

Nil 

All  diseases  except 

Tuberculosis  and 
Cysticerci 

Whole  carcases 
condemned 

Nil 

' Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil  ' 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned 

26 

Nil 

Nil 

6 

Nil 

Nil 

Percentage  of  the 
number  i spected 
affected  with 
disease  other  than 
tuberculosis  and 
cysticerci 

10.3" 

Nil 

Nil 

OoTfo 

Nil 

Nil 

Tuberculosis  only: 
Whole  carcases 
condemned 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned 

7 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Percentage  of  the 
number  inspected 
affected  with 
tuberculosis 

2.r 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Cysticercosis 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condenaed 

2 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Carcases  submitted 
to  ■fx'catmcnt  by 
refrigeration-. 

Nil 

• 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Generalised  and 
totally  condemned 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Food  Premises 


There  are  one  hundred  and  sixty-nine  food  premises  in  the  district 
and  these  are  made  up  as  shown  in  the  following  table:  - 


Type  of  Premises 

No. 

Type  of  Premises 

No. 

G-rocers 

27 

pet ail  Bakers 

11 

General  Dealers 

23 

Premises  with  "Off-licence" 

10  ' 

Meat  Purveyors 

23 

Fishmongers  & Poulterers 

6 

Fruiterers 

18 

Bakehouses 

k 

Licensed  Premises 

22 

Fried  Fish  & Chips 

5 

Confectioners 

17 

Cafes 

3 

Over  five  hundred  visits  were  made  to  the  various  food  premises  in 
the  district,  which  included  visits  to  licensed  premises  and  mobile 
traders, 

I am  happy  to  state  onco  again  that  I regard  the  standard  of  hygiene 
in  the  food  premises  in  this  district  as  being  satisfactory.  Notwith- 
standing this  happy  comment, I found  it  necessary  to  serve  thirty-three 
informal  notices,  relating  to  infringements  of  the  Food  Hygiene  Pegu- 
‘lations.  Six  of  the  notices  concerned  mobile  traders. 

As  far  as  it  was  reasonably  possible  a watchful  eye  was  kept  on 
the  mobile  trader  operating  in  the  district.  This  type  of  trading  con- 
tinues to  extend  and.  appears  to  be  in  step  with  the  increased  demand 
for  the  mobile  trader,  particularly  in  the  newer  housing  estates  and 
outlying  parts  cf  the  district.  Apart  from  one  or  two  isolated  cases, 
the  standard  of  food  hygiene  in  these  ’’mobile  shops"  is  reasonably  good. 

It  must  be  appreciated  that  the  application  of  the  Pood  Hygiene 
Regulations  to  the  "mobile  shop"  mas  its  limitations.  There  is  a 
growing  demand  for  the  licensing  of  all  mobile  food  traders.  An 
amendment  of  the  Shops  Act,  195 0,  to  bring  the  mobile  shop  within  the 
scope  of  the  Shops  Act  appears  to  bo  long  overdue. 

Registration  of  Food  Prerm.se s 
(Section  16  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955). 

During  the  year  five  acre  food  pr.nises  were  registered  under 
Section  16,  Food  « Drugs  Act,  1955,  bringing  the  total  of  registered 
premises  up  to  eighty- six,  r 

Sixty  premises  are  now  registered  for  the  sale  of  ice-cream  and 
twenty-six  premises  registered  for  the'  preparation  or  manufacture  of 
sausages  or  potted,  pressed,  pickled  or  preserved  food  intended  for' 
sale. 
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The  type  and  number  of  food  premises  registered  as  aforesaid,  are 
shown  as  follows :- 


Type  of  .Premises. 

No.  4egd. 

Type  of  Premises 

No.  Regd. 

General  Dealers 

21 

Bakehouses 

4 

Meat  Purveyors 

16 

Retail  Bakers 

5 

Confectioners 

18 

Fruiterers 

4 

Grocers 

11 

Fishmongers 

1 

Fried  Fish  & Chips 

5 

"Off-licence" 

1 

Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955* 

Section  2 (General  protection  for  purchasers  of  food  and  drugs)* 
Section  8 (Sale  etc.,  of  food  unfit  for  human  consumption). 

During  the  year  four  complaints  were  received  in  the  department 
aileging  the  finding  of  extraneous  matter  in  food. 

These  complaints  may  be  summarised  as  follows: - 

(a)  piece  of  metal  in  a tin  of  minced  steak; 

(b)  fragments  of  glass  in  a pint  bottle  of  milk; 

(c)  fly  in  a small  fancy  iced  cake; 

(d)  portion  of  hair  in  a meat  pie. 

These  matters  were  fully  investigated  and  duly  reported  to  the 
Health  Committee.  In  connection  with  complaints  (a)  and  (b)  it  was 
resolved  that  no  action  be  taken.  Apropos  complaint  (c)  legal  pro- 
ceedings were  instituted  under  Section  8 of  the  ^-ct,  and  the  firm 
responsible  for  the  sale  of  die  cake  was  fined  a sum  of  £20.  The 
matter  concerning  complaint  (d)  was  still  pending  at  the  end  of  the 
year. 


Unsound  Food 

(Voluntarily  Surrendered) 


The  followin  articles  of  food  weighing  260  pounds  were  examined 
following  their  voluntary  surrender  and  condemned  as  unfit  for  human 

consumption: - 


60  Tins  Meat 

44  " Fruit 

22  " Vegetables 

15  " Fish 


5 Boxes  Apples 
2 Tins  Steak  Pudding 
1 Tin  Cream 
1 Tin  Milk 


1+6, 


Disposal  of  Condemned  Food 


Following  the  practice  of  previous-  years, condemned  .neat,  when  in 
large  quantities  was  forwarded  to  a local  firm  for  processing  into 
animal  feeding  meal,  fertilisers,  glues  etc.,  prior  to  which  it  was 
suitably  stained.  All  other  types  of  food  not  suitable  for  pro- 
cessing were  destroyed  in  the  incinerator  situated  in  the  Council 
lard. 


Adulteration  of  Food 

I am  again  inaebced  to  Mr.  C.L.  Arlidge,  Chief  Inspector  of  heights, 
•and  Measures,  Northumberland  County  Council  for  supplying  me  with 
us  A.il s 01  samples  taken  by  his  sampling  officers  in  the  Urban  District 
of  G-osforth  during  the  year  under  review. 


In  his  preliminary  remarks  fir.  -“-rlidge  states  that  the  traditional 
sysue.-i  of  procuring  samples  of  milk  from  retailors  whilst  they  are 
engaged  on  tneir  rounds,  nas  had  to  be  modified  now  that  the  whole  of 
the  County  has  become  a specified  area. 

Out  of  a total  of  one  hundred  and  twenty-four  samples,  which 
includeo.  thirty-six  samples  of  milk,  five  samples  were  reported  by 
the  Public  Analyst  to  be  unsatisfactory.  Samples  of  milk  were  also 
taken  at  five  schools  during  the  year  and  found  to  be  genuine. 

GENERAL  INFORMATION 

Tne  following  tables  attempt  to  illustrate  the  amount  of  work 
carried  out  by  your  Public  Health  Inspectors  during  the  year  in 
connection  with  the  many  fields  of  activity  particularly  associated 
with  the  Health  Department, 


table:  i 

(Complaints  received  and  dealt  with) 
Nature  of  Complaint  No.  of  Complaints 


Accumulations 

6 

Vermin  (Rats  and  Mice) 

100 

Dampness  (Dwelling-house ) 

19 

Disrepair  ( do  ) 

67 

Vermin  (insects) 

51 

Defective  dustbins 

127 

Defective  drains 

11 

Foul  smell s 

17 

Atmospheric  pollution 

9 

Miscellaneous 

17 

Total 

424 

A7 


TABLE  11 

( Summary  of  Visits) 

Dwelling  Houses  865 

Cinemas  and  Dance  Halls  A 

Ditches  and  Streams  5 

Drainage  Systems  53A 

Drain  Test : - 

Smoke  21A 

YYater  261 

Factories  ( Mechanical)  139 

non-mechanical ) A2 

Outworkers  A 

Infectious  Diseases  Enquiries  A3 

Disinfections  7 

Revisits  53 

National  -Assistance  Act  16 

Rodent  Infestation: - 

Rats  538 

Mice  A51 

Refuse  Collection  - Supervision  53A 

Shops  Act  2A9 

Smoke  Observation  15 

Food  Premises  5A3 

Slaughter  Houses  132 

Verminous  Premises  203 

Workplaces  and  Offices  13 

Miscellaneous  263 

5128 


Total 
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TABLE  111 

(Sanitary  Impr ovement s Effected) 

Ceiling  Plaster  repaired  or  renewed  2 

Chimneys  or  chimney  stacks  repaired  2 

Doors  repaired,  rehung  or  renewed  1 

Eaves-gutters  cleaned-out,  rep’d  or  ren’d  4 

External  walls  pointed  2 

Pall  spouts  repaired  or  renewed  4 

Ploors  repaired,  ventilated  etc.  5 

Roofs  repaired  5 

Sashcords  renewed  1 

Sink  waste  pipes  renewed/repaired  6 

Staircase  repaired  3 

Walls  rendered  internally  2 

Yfallplaster  repaired  or  renewed  6 

Water  supplies  repaired  or  renewed  3 

Windows  repaired;  ma.de  to  open  3 

Yard  paving  repaired  2 

Choked  drains  cleansed  29 

Dustbins  provided  140 

W.  C,  basins  renewed  1 

Yf.  C.  cisterns  repaired  or  renewed  4 

W.C.  structures  repaired  or  renewed  2 


Total  229 


49. 


CONCLUSION 


, In  concluding  my  report  I would  like  to  extend  my  sincere  thanks 
to  the  Chairman  of  the  Council,  the  Chairman  of  the  Health  Committee 
ana  all  other  members  of  the  Council  for  the  kind  support  afforded 
rae  "throughout  the  year,  and  for  the  courteous  manner  in  which  my 
reports  to  the  various  committees  have  been  received  and  dealt  with. 


^ It. also  af4°rti-s  me  great  pleasure  to  express  my  appreciation  of 
^ae  assistance  and  support  extended  to  me  by  Dr.  Hopper  and  to  take 

,nis  opportunity  of  thanking  the  C:def  Officials  for  their  kindness 
ana  co-operation. 


. 1 have  alreadY  referred  to  Mr.  Davison  in  my  opening  remarks 

ana  I do  trust  that  his  association  with  this  Council  will  be  a long 

and  happy  one. 


I am  indeed  grateful  to  Mrs 
efforts  throughout  the  year  and 


. Raine  and  to  Miss  Oliver  for  their 
. or  their  continuea  loyalty  and  support. 


I am,  Mr,  Chairman,  Lady  and  G-entlemen, 
Your  obedient  Servant, 

GEORGE  STENGER, 


Senior  Public  Health  Inspector, 


